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TIIE 


Ifre take occasion to present t o  our read
ers tlie following letters and circular, rclat,
ing to this orpitizittion, which has 1rt.eii 
supposed to ha\-e cscrtcd so much influence 

in bringing about the unfortunate war in 

~vhicl iwe arc now engaged. Tlicse letters 
. were w i t t e n  to a yentleman of Boston, in 


nslting for information con

cerning the ic. G. C., and seein to  he writ-

ten with f r d r u c s s .  Of the organiz:ttion, i t  

will be secn that i t  mas intcuded for politi

cal and niilitury effect ; and by a lier1ls:ll of 

the circulnr i t  wiII l i e  seen, that  i t  hail its 

esistcnce iii every ST. 

liraced an  n,ni!/ o / . , Y ~  


The grand object of tl 

are to Iielievc the stntemellts c o n t a i n d  in 

this docnincnt,, w:ts ui iuvasion of Nexico 

to aid Juarcz, and inaugnrate a new slave 

empire on the continc~ntof America. Tlie 

COl l l  llialld cxr a s  sures 11s tl 

tioii IYXS not to  bc a mi 

coiiwrn ” -no, i t  was to  be soniethii~g 

grander i l i n i i  \V;ilkcr fightiiig the ‘‘ greas

ers ” in Ceiitral ;\merica with less than a 


I Iiundretl nien ; sonlcthing more brilliant 
1 truggliiig wit11 heroic fortitude 

agiiiiist tlrst,iny to ine(8t the death of a fel
u n  ; sonietliing ;;r:indcr thaii Tonissaint 
L’Overture nnt l  his b r o t h u s  in  l)oiic!ugc, 
striking wit11 irlootl!- haii t ls  for t113 rights of 
nianhood -- i t  w c s  to  be the rea1iza:ion 
O f  :I11 ~ ~ l l l L ? ~ i c ~ ~ l li>r(JtectOr>lteOver hrt?X

ico in c ; i ~ x c ~ t ,in coiisidrrxtion of t h o  bless-

instead of rerlning golden honors and more 
substantial glories in Mexico. Biit our 
friends of the “ Golden Circle ” should not 
desp i r ,  for i t  is possible that \Then defeat 
and disaster shall have overwhelmed them 
in  their present field of operations, they can 
still look forward to a realization of their 
darling schemcs, and dream again of a I’ar
adise I q o i i d  the l t io Grande. 

V’ith this brief introduction we lay the 
papers before our rcaders, with the hope 
thut they may he  found suficic:itly interest
ing to  justify a careful perusal. 

I Imdpnr ters  1st Md. Rcg. K. C7. C. 
~ ~ n / i / ~ ~Ilorrse,  n a l i i n m e ,Sp.6th. ’Go. 

S I I L , - Y ~ ~favor of the S ls t  ultimo, came 
to hand on Moilday last, directed to the 
Secretary of the I<. G. C. I doubt not, sir, 
you have been correctly informed, to a cer
taiti esterit, as to the objects of our organi
zation from tlic article enclosed in your fa
vor to me of the above date. I t  contained 
some iiiforniation that n’as in the main cor
rect. 

\\re have a system i n  our organization
rcquring im oh1iK:itiou from every nicrn
ber. We have l’asswords, Signs, and an  
eniblcni of our order by wliich every K. G. 
C. is 1aiou.n to  e\-ery other K.  G. C. En-
closed. find an obligation, which, if’ you wish 
to heconic a mcnllitxr, you will please return 
to  1111: with yonr signature attached, aiid re
init inc $11..X) which ~ ~ i l ientitle yo2 to the 
t h e  degrces of the order, the  secret cy
phcr by which we correspond when neces
~ yan .e ~ ~ b l c mof the order, a copy of tlie 
rules and regulations of the I<. G. C. and f 

you will also be entitled to receive all infor
ings a i i d  1icni::iLs of it new t’ra of s l i ~ ~ e r y .mation as to  our every movement in the 
Rut  the hish hopes ax1  excessive w h y  of future, so far iis can be dii-ulged to  any 

one cxccyit colonels of the movement, andthe  I ‘  I’,esit/cnf ” seen1 to have nict with a those above. If after you lia\-c joined, re
ret-cmc. 311d the  Iiuircr of the orgariization ccircd tlic instructions, kc., &c., O L I ~princi
turiicd to the aid of tlie States in rebellion, ple=, either political or religious, conilict 
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xith your ideas of T h a t  is right, or if ~ o umain hody, or '' hoi polloi " of t h e  orpnni
see a n y  morcmcnt of' ours which docs 
not meet your appro i~a~ion ,pou a i l 1  be a t  
perfect liberty to resign cntl be no longer a 
niemher, liccping to  !ourself, of course, the 
signs, X-c., &c., of' our order. 

I t  is not customary for us to pursue this 
course of scn.?ing to  a n  entire stranger 
our secrets, 6rc. h u t ,  sir, I take you, from 
your position, to he a ,~cnt lcman,and mi 
willing to  trust you. Our destination is 
Mexico, going on in\itation fioni that p o 
ple. It is no fillitiuster niovernent. \Ye 
have not interfered with aiiy international 
law or cnlirtment question, l e t  we number 
more than 40,000 uicmliers, everywhere 
except in the N. I<.States. Neither vill 
we interfere with our nvutrzility laws. Ours 
is to tie essentially an American nioyemeiit, 
American capital, Aniciicari brains, and our 
own peculiar Anglo-Stison energy to plant 
our institutions, bur pi iiiciples, ;ind lieculiar 
Antericntc liberty in that  country. 'l'o Iiuild 
up  an  empire there, indiqieiident, and 011 a 
basis similar to ttiat of our own. 'l'hese, 
then, arc a portion of the principles of our 
creed. 

Let  me hear from you immediately, as 
there is now no tinie t o  lose ; v e are  nenrly 
ready for a start. Gnderston(1,you a i l 1  not 
be expected to m o l e  nit11 11s unless j o u  
wish to, yet remain a K G .  C. and  usc 1our  
influcnce a t  home, as t h t w  are  hundreds 
intendiiig to do, i'or jou kno\v we must h a v e  
friends behind a s  ell as v i t h  us, in order 
to  insure success. 

Wri te  soon, then, and direct to Col. It. 
C. 	 Tyler, M a l t l ~ yIlouse, llaltimore, Nd. 

Tours. src.. 
li. c. TY1,Elt.

P. S-I am in cornmaiid of t h e  Mary-
land lleginic,iit, a r i d  have  h e n  for niore 
than one year, hare  rslii~ndcdabout $ ? O ( i O  
and one pear's t ime;  joii can see that  I 
hare taken an intcrcht in it. 

Pours ,  kc . ,  
It. C. TYI,ER. 

I3y referencc to tlie nl)orc i t  will l i e  fieen 
t1i:tt the liiiiglittj Iiad ~ k i h ~ - w i ) r d ~ ,  i ;indp~ 
eniblcm~,11swliicli they eciiild iiiake t!icni-
tie1rc.s kno\\-n to e;ic:li otlier, a8 wc:il a~ i t  L L  tie
crct cyplicr " by ii ie i inh of'wliich they could 
corrc,spontl in caics of necelisity; thongh 
w l i n  t necessity coiiltl xrise tu require s i iuh  
forni of' corrct;pondcncc must bc corijcctiired 
IJY the rc:rdcr ttftor a faitlif'iil pwusal of the 
following letters by the ~ i i n i ~author, as 
w.cll also a s  tho circular lettcr of "J'rwi
dent " Biuklex. I t  a h  appears tha t  the 

zat ion,  were not t o  hc infornitd upon mat
ters pertaining to i t .  In oilier words, tho 
ltaaderli. only were to knuw tlie whole mcret, 
and cxyeeted to control tlie mws wlienewr 
they were ready to ~i lar i ttheir peculiar 
Anicrican lrhcrtzcs in Mexico. Inasmuch itfi 

the organization W ~ Rof Southern origin, to 
he ofticercil and controlled rxeliifiirely by 
perions in the slave titatcli., our widere  can 
hardly fiiil to  nndcrhtand that  this p r c d i a r  
Amcrzcan fihr'rtyw-ould h a w  been of n mmc
wliat diHagrceablc cliarticter to a t  least one 
class of pevplc. 

Ilrleodpnrters 1st *%Id.Ilrg. K. G. (7. 
JInlioy l /ouse ,  f i c i l t i n i w e ,  1jpr. 15, '60.1 
Sr~,-Pour f a w r  of the 10th inst., is a t  

hand. In conscquence of my absence South 
a few clays, it  has lieen neglt3cted until the 
present time. 'l'he organization proposes 

the apgraiitlizement of' ttic proud anplo sax-

on nmie ,  our own pcculi;ir lilierty, our  lan.s, 

our institutions, liotli civil and miiit;iry, i n  

fine, sir, v e  intend to break do\w the  SII


perstiti,>us church rsclusivencss that for the 

last three centuries has  erected and main

t a i l i d  liarricrs ( in  that  unhappy and dis

tracted couiitry) to cixiliyation and adwnce 

ment, to  plant o n  the ruins of the distracted 

and broken tinilicrs of' her go\-urument a 

basis similar to t h e  ni:ichinery of our own 

beloved institutions. As to your hc~coming 

pulilicly :ind actirc,ly interested in any 

mortment ,  i t  would rest altogether with 

!-ourself, sir. If you see fit to, most assur-

c84ly >-num n y  and can, and we d l  he proud 

to  call ~ C J Uone of us, interested in our sue

c t w ,  and you thus become t h e  means, indi

rectly, of liintliiig still closer the tioritls of 

uiiion by which our compact is preserred. 

Ji'e all cspcct to lie Iieiicfittcd I)y lieiilg 

members. and if 2 nu enter the lists ynii wiU 

b e  reivarded accordiiig iis your ability and 

z i d  in the working for us may justify. In 

this organizatio~i,merit, not pride of family 

nilme or date  of commission will hare  any  

influcnce whatever, it r 

ual man himself' to decide m1ietht.r he reaps 

a rich reward or not. 


I'tJii will never he assessrd one dime for 
the purpose of carrying out  the  opclatioiis 
of tlie K.  G. C. un!ess you, in your judg
mciit, felt disposPd to assist with means to  
the  extent of yoiir ability, nothing conipul
sory auy farther than a8 stated in my pre
vious letter to j-au. 

Oaing to suiiie dissatisfaction, and the 

f 
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attempt of Walker, Sockridge and others in 
N.0.. to lircak up  tlie organization, a con-
vent ion has I)ccii called to assemble at Ra
leigh, S .  ('., on the 7 t h  of next  month, 
the c d l  being cnclosetl, which, if you do 
not see fit to I)econie a inemher, you will 
plei~serctiirn to me. If you desire bccom
ing it mernher, I \voultl like to  kno\v ininie
diatcly, so thnt you can be entitled to be at  
the convcntion iii ciise you desire so to do, 
1)y cornpljing with the terms of t h e  accoin
panjing. In case you desire, if you have 
your initiation credentinls, nntl  also letters 
from one or two nieii of prominence of )our 
acquaintance, you will hc  all right. \\'rite 
me )our decision ininietliately. 

Yours very truly,
11.c. 'rYr,m. 

rnent as soon as i t  became apparent that 
Alirahixm Liiicoln W R R  to he elected Preai
dcnt of the United Stiitcti; and sought hy 
this d i e m e  to o~-crconictheir griefs and 
open i~ new road to 611ccess. I h t  the 
Iiniglitfi, i t  seems, w r e  not a " Iial)pyf%ini
ly." '' For m n e  rcwon or other," says 
" President ' I  Bicklcy, " a btudicd a t t e m ~ ~ t  
ha^ heen made to break up  oiir orpnimtion. 
AH to  the cause of this flmiily quarrel, we 
of coursc, can give 110 inforroatiun, and i t  
may not be of conseqiiencc. How 
qiiarrcl turned out ,  it  may Iiiivc been the 
mc:infi of snving the country from serious 
fi)rc,ign coniplications, as ~ ~ c l las t.he disgrace 
wliich it ia possitJlc might h n ~ enttnched to  
i t ,  frcini i n  wine tlcgrcc countennncing the 
iiil-asion of' :L friendly ~ ~ o ~ ~ c r - i ~ i a s ~ i i n c t las 
the dcfiign seeins to liarc of necessity heen 
a1):incloncd fi)r the present, the Knights 
evidrntlj- linving more of a ,job on hand a t  
Iionic, and that too, to be perfurnicd a little 
BOOiICI t h in  MYIF contcnipl:itctl. ' (  The shafts 
of ,jc:rlonsy " accm to hnw bccu pretty ex
terir;ively hurled, hit if thosc a t  ivliom thoy 

t lnown lind half tlie personnl vanity 
of " Pwrident Jjickley " me don't think 
mnc.Ii tlaniagc conld 1in:;e IJccn done. ITIicJth

ntionc or tlic slidtlcn ap
pearanre of :L " GIRUB lielli " a t  l i o ine  11:~s 
h n  :in olistac~leto tlic ac.coniplishnicnt of 
t1it:ir t lccips,  is matter which perhaps time 
may rcwil. 

K.G.c. 
Hecrd-qiiorfers A m o . i c a n  L q i o t i ,  K.G .C., 3JIolJile,Jllu/mm!r,  Apr i l  6,18tjO. 

SPKCIAL ORDER. 

To Cor.. R. C. TYLER,
I<'irst M n l - y l n n d  Rcgilr lent ,  K. G .  C .  

Sin:-I bcq t o  call your  apcci:il at tention to 
the tu1I11wingGciicral Odrr ,  a n i i  the iwcinii1,s~. 
nyitiq letter, wlricl~will saftioierrtly esplirin 
theniselves. I i t in  truly yonrs  in arms,

JAXLSKoSS IIOWARO,  I<. G. C. 

CENERAL ORDER, NO. 546. 

Circnnistances vhicli will lie exp1;ainerl at 8 
pruper  tiirie,aiiil in the iisu:il IT%\ ,  h;rve c;iuscd 
iiie to issue this, my i i t l i c id  order, :and I here-
by cuium;ind d l  f,iitI,i'ul K.  G. C. 's to obey the 
same. 

Culuuels of regimcuts upon the rcc-ption of 
t 













